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Government  of  the  Province  of  Alberta 
Department  of  Provincial  Secretary 

OFFICE  OF  THE  FIRE  COMMISSIONER 


Edmonton,  April  29th,  1953. 

To:  The  Honourable  C.  E.  Gerhart,  M.L.A., 

Provincial  Secretary  of  Alberta, 

Edmonton,  Alberta. 


Dear  Sir: 

Pursuant  to  the  provisions  of  section  35  of  The  Fire  Prevention  Act,  I  have 
the  honour  to  submit  the  Thirty-third  Annual  Report  of  the  operations  of  the 
Office  of  the  Fire  Commissioner,  for  the  calendar  year  1952. 


(1)  A  comparison  of  1952  and  1951  fire  losses  is  as  follows:  — 


Year 


Number  Per  cent 

of  fires  increase 


Amount  Per  cent 

of  loss  decrease 


1952  3,130 

1951  3,009 


4  $  4,545,444.  3 

4,661,963. 


The  number  of  fires  reported  has  increased  but  there  has  been  a  slight 
decrease  in  the  overall  fire  loss.  We  regret  to  report  that  loss  of  life 
from  fires  totalled  36  and,  therefore,  there  was  an  increase  over  the  loss 
of  life  for  1951. 

(2)  Large  losses  in  73  fires,  all  over  $10,000.00,  accounted  for  more  than 
one-half  of  the  total  fire  loss;  and  6  of  the  largest  losses,  of  $100,000.00 
or  more,  accounted  for  one-quarter  of  the  total  of  fire  loss.  The 
largest  loss  occurred  at  the  Jasper  Park  Lodge,  where,  at  the  height 
of  the  tourist  season,  a  one-half  million  dollar  fire  destroyed  the  main 
lodge  building  and  in  that  same  fire  a  male  member  of  the  staff 
perished  when  he  entered  the  burning  building  to  search  for  missing 
guests. 

(3)  By  comparing  losses  in  the  different  classes  of  property,  with  losses  for 
1951,  we  find  that  the  number  of  URBAN  DWELLING  fires  increased 
31/2%  and  the  amount  of  the  loss  increased  2%.  FARM  FIRE 
LOSSES  were  fewer,  but  the  amount  of  loss  increased  by  2%. 
SCHOOL  LOSSES  decreased  sharply  but  there  were  still  20  fires 
which  destroyed  school  property  valued  at  $26,866.00.  HOSPITAL 
LOSSES  remain  low  with  8  fires  reported  for  a  loss  of  $2,186.00. 
HOTEL  FIRES  have  increased  in  number  and  the  property  loss 
which  exceeds  one-half  million  dollars,  was  due  to  the  loss  of  the 
summer  resort  hotel  at  Jasper.  RETAIL  STORE  fires  showed  a 
decrease  of  24  %  in  number  and  almost  a  50%  decrease  in  the  amount 
of  the  loss.  It  was  a  bad  year  for  FLOUR  MILLS  and  GRAIN 
ELEVATORS  which  suffered  a  74%  increase  in  property  loss. 
OIL  RISKS  AND  TANK  fires  increased  in  number  and  the  property 
loss  was  3  times  the  amount  of  the  loss  for  1951.  LUMBER  YARDS 
had  a  very  good  record.  GARAGE  and  METAL  WORKERS 
continued  with  many  fires  and  a  large  loss.  MANUFACTURING 
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PREMISES  had  fewer  fires  and  a  much  lower  fire  loss.  MIS¬ 
CELLANEOUS  NON  MANUFACTURING  PREMISES  also  had 
an  improved  record.  Table  No.  20  shows  209  fires  reported  involving 
property  other  than  buildings,  motor  vehicles  and  trucks  being 
included  in  this  list. 

(4)  SMOKERS’  CARELESSNESS  is  leading  the  causes  of  fires  and  in 
1952  was  the  most  costly  single,  cause  of  fire.  STOVES  and 
FURNACES  caused  the  second  highest  loss  and  ELECTRICAL 
APPLIANCES  and  FAULTY  WIRING  was  third  in  the  amount  of 
property  loss  and  second  in  the  list  of  most  frequent,  known,  causes. 
EXPOSURE  FIRES  are  next  in  order  of  destructiveness,  followed 
by  PETROLEUM  and  ITS  PRODUCTS  and  SPONTANEOUS 
IGNITION.  Table  No.  7A  gives  a  break  down  of  all  miscellaneous 
causes  of  fire  other  than  classified  in  Table  No.  7. 

(5)  Fire  inspections  by  Inspectors  for  the  Fire  Commissioner  and  by  local 
assistants  to  the  Fire  Commissioner,  such  as  Fire  Chiefs,  are  shown 
in  Table  No.  9  and  Table  No.  12. 

(6)  There  were  fewer  requests  to  investigate  fires,  but  we  have  to  report 
an  increase  in  charges  laid  and  convictions  for  arson  as  shown  in 
Table  No.  10. 

(7)  Special  activities  as  shown  in  Table  No.  9  include  special  inspections, 
meetings,  film  showings,  fire  drills,  demonstration  of  first-aid  fire 
fighting  equipment  in  schools  and  hospitals,  plan  checking,  and 
operations  of  the  fire  protection  instruction  unit.  Special  activity 
in  the  field  of  Civil  Defence  has  not  been  shown,  but  much  extra  work 
was  created  by  Civil  Defence  planning,  organization,  and  exercises. 
The  Deputy  Fire  Commissioner  acted  as  instructor  in  all  Provincial 
Civil  Defence  schools.  Four  firemen  instructors  training  schools  were 
conducted  by  the  Fire  Commissioner  and  his  staff.  These  schools 
being  held  at  Grande  Prairie,  Edmonton,  Calgary  and  Lethbridge. 
128  firemen  were  trained,  and  80  different  municipalities  sent  fire¬ 
men  to  the  schools.  Special  work  to  prepare  for  21/2  inch  fire  hose 
standardization  made  it  necessary  to  hire  an  additional  inspector  to 
do  field  work  in  connection  with  the  program.  Mr.  J.  Shelly,  formerly 
Fire  Chief  of  the  City  of  Calgary,  was  employed  for  this  work.  In 
October,  Mr.  J.  Robertson  was  hired  to  operate  the  fire  protection 
instruction  unit  after  Inspector  M.  Darling  resigned  to  rejoin  the 
Edmonton  Fire  Department.  The  staff  of  the  Fire  Commissioner’s 
office  is  now  comprised  of  The  Fire  Commissioner,  The  Deputy  Fire 
Commissioner,  6  Inspectors,  3  stenographers  and  1  clerk-stenographer. 

(8)  The  loss  of  life  as  shown  in  Table  10.  indicates  the  need  for  a 
continued  fire  safety  program  by  means  of  radio  and  press  publicity 
and  by  school  lessons  on  fire  safety  in  addition  to  the  operation  of  the 
fire  protection  instruction  unit  conducting  meetings  and  showing 
fire  prevention  films.  Continued  inspection  work  by  the  staff  and 
by  the  local  assistants  to  the  Fire  Commissioner  will  help  to  remove 
causes  of  fire.  The  fire  prevention  week  efforts  by  all  communities 
is  important  and  it  should  be  recorded  that  last  year  130  reports  of 
activities  were  sent  to  the  National  Fire  Protection  Association  and 
20  merit  awards  were  received  by  municipalities  and  Government 
institutions  in  Alberta.  Table  No.  12  shows  inspection  activities 
of  the  fire  departments.  The  loss  of  property  by  fire  is  being  held 
in  check  as  is  shown  by  the  slightly  diminished  losses  even  though 
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the  population  is  expanding  and  the  pattern  of  production  is  becoming 
more  industrial. 

(9)  The  Association  of  Canadian  Fire  Marshals’  annual  meeting  was  held 
at  Jasper  last  year  and  the  Fire  Commissioner  of  Alberta  was  elected 
President.  An  important  project  now  being  undertaken  is  the  effort 
to  establish  a  Canadian  Arson  School  in  co-operation  with  the  Royal 
Canadian  Mounted  Police.  The  Fire  Commissioner  and  his  staff 
actively  support  the  Provincial  Fire  Chiefs'  Association  which  met 
last  year  at  Banff.  Competition  prizes  were  donated  to  winning 
teams  in  firemen’s  competitions  at  Grande  Prairie,  Calgary  and 
Coleman.  The  Fire  Commissioner  and  the  Deputy  Fire  Commissioner 
attended  the  Civil  Defence  Canadian  Fire  Tactics  Forum  held  at 
Toronto  in  November.  Inspectors  of  the  Fire  Commissioner’s  office 
completed  a  course  at  Provincial  Civil  Defence  school  in  December. 
The  Fire  Commissioner  as  Chairman  of  the  Fire  and  Flood  Com¬ 
mittee  of  Provincial  Civil  Defence  Headquarters  served  at  Civil 
Defence  Headquarters  and  throughout  the  Province  in  support  of  all 
Civil  Defence  activities. 

(10)  I  wish  to  report  the  excellent  co-operation  and  faithful  discharge  of 
duties  by  my  staff  which  has  resulted  in  a  continued  effort  to  serve 
the  public.  The  fire  service,  and  particularly  the  members  of  the 
volunteer  fire  departments  are  to  be  commended  for  faithful  attention 
to  duty  and  for  their  efforts  to  prevent  and  reduce  fire  losses. 
Effective  fire  prevention  administration  can  only  be  accomplished  by 
assistance  from  all  other  departments  and  branches  of  the  Govern¬ 
ment,  municipal  councils,  The  Royal  Canadian  Mounted  Police,  and 
municipal  police  departments.  I,  therefore,  acknowledge  with  thanks 
the  assistance  of  these  agencies.  The  contribution  made  by  the  Fire 
Underwriters  Investigation  Bureau,  by  the  Canadian  Chambers  of 
Commerce,  by  Insurance  Companies  and  Adjusters,  and  by  the  other 
organizations  and  individuals  interested  in  the  fire  prevention  field 
is  noteworthy. 

Our  purpose  will  be  to  stimulate  a  wider  interest  in  fire  prevention 
and  fire  protection  in  an  effort  to  help  reduce  Alberta’s  fire  waste. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

A.  E.  Bridges, 

Fire  Commissioner. 
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TABLE  NO.  1 

A  COMPARISON  OF  THE  MONTHLY  LOSSES  IN  1951  AND  1952 

1951  1952 


Month 

No.  of  Fires 

Loss 

No.  of  Fires 

Loss 

January  . 

300 

$  493,356 

390 

$  634,242 

February  . 

256 

228,989 

259 

361,123 

March  . 

313 

569,107 

315 

651,249 

April  . 

267 

730,835 

340 

412,578 

May  . 

252 

367,068 

313 

454,575 

June  . 

213 

191,231 

216 

178,767 

July  . 

227 

275,059 

239 

917,210 

August  . 

215 

332,138 

225 

145,604 

September  . 

181 

179,078 

178 

170,328 

October  . 

218 

224,247 

241 

309,112 

November  . 

217 

227,281 

205 

138,075 

Decemeber  . 

350 

843,574 

209 

172,581 

TOTAL  . 

3,009 

$4,661,963 

3,130 

$4,545,444 

TABLE  2 

COMPARISON  OF 

YEARLY  FIRE  LOSSES  FROM  JANUARY  1st,  1943  TO 

DECEMEBR 

31st,  1952 

Calendar 

No.  of 

Property 

No.  of 

Per  Capita 

Year 

Fires 

Loss 

Deaths 

Loss 

1943  . 

1,767 

$  1,259,061.39 

38 

1.54 

1944  . 

1,634 

1,896,283.59 

36 

2.32 

1945  . 

2,138 

2,208,199.71 

30 

2.67 

1946  . 

2,308 

2,544,688.99 

45 

3.20 

1947  . 

2,118 

2,237,643.29 

31 

2.72 

1948  . 

2,285 

3,815,868.36 

49 

4.51 

1949  . 

2,464 

5,299,584.00 

37 

6.08 

1950  . 

2,798 

5,242,553.00 

37 

5.85 

1951 

3,009 

4,661,963.00 

28 

4.98 

1952  . 

3,130 

4,545,444.00 

36 

4.84 

TEN  YEAR  TOTAL 

23,651 

33,711,289.33 

367 

Population  (1952)  . 

939,501 

Per  Capita  Loss 

(1952)  . 

.  4.84 

TABLE  No.  3 

CLASSIFICATION  AND  CAUSES  OF  PROPERTY  LOSS  IN  1952 

(Reference  to  Table  No.  6) 

Property  Causes  No.  of  Fires 


DWELLINGS,  APARTMENTS,  THEIR 
GARAGES  AND  OUTBUILDINGS— 

EXCLUDING  FARMS 
(a)  Brick — Protected 

Stoves,  Furnaces,  Boilers  and  their  pipes  .  4 

Hot  ashes,  coals  and  open  fires  .  2 

Smoking  (cigarettes,  cigars,  pipes,  matches)  .  28 

Matches  (other  than  smokers’  carelessness)  .  1 

Electricity  .  4 

Lightning  (unrodded  buildings)  .  1 

Petroleum  and  its  products  .  1 

Miscellaneous  causes  of  fire  .  2 

Unknown  causes  of  fire  .  5 


48 
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TABLE  NO.  3 — Continued 


Property  Causes  No.  of  Fires 

(b)  Frame — Protected 

Chimneys,  Flues,  (Overheated  and  Defective)  .  15 

Stoves,  Furnaces,  Boilers  and  their  pipes  .  61 

Hot  ashes,  coals  and  open  fires  .  43 

Sparks  on  roofs .  4 

Exposure  Fires  .  40 

Smoking  (cigarettes,  cigars,  pipes,  matches)  .  838 

Matches  (other  than  smokers’  carelessness)  .  72 

Lights  (  other  than  electric)  .  9 

Electricity  .  127 

Lightning  (unrodded  buildings)  .  10 

Spontaneous  Ignition  .  7 

Petroleum  and  its  products  .  12 

Incendiarism  .  1 

Miscellaneous  causes  of  fire  .  179 

Unknown  causes  of  fire  .  171 


1,589 


(c)  Brick  and  Frame — Unprotected 

Chimneys,  Flues,  (Overheated  and  Defective)  .  16 

Stoves,  Furnaces,  Boilers  and  their  pipes  .  28 

Hot  ashes,  coals  and  open  fires  .  10 

Sparks  on  roofs  .  3 

Exposure  Fires  .  17 

Smoking  (cigarettes,  cigars,  pipes,  matches)  .  46 

Matches  (other  than  smokers’  carelessness)  .  9 

Electricity  .  15 

Lightning  (unrodded  buildings)  .  10 

Petroleum  and  its  products  .  9 

Incendiarism  .  2 

Miscellaneous  causes  of  fire  .  13 

Unknown  causes  of  fire  .  66 
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FARM  PROPERTY 

Chimneys,  Flues,  (Overheated  and  Defective) 

Stoves,  Furnaces,  Boilers  and  their  pipes  . 

Hot  ashes,  coals  and  open  fires  . 

Sparks  on  roofs  . . . 

Exposure  Fires  . 

Smoking  (cigarettes,  cigars,  pipes,  matches) 
Matches  (other  than  smokers’  carelessness) 

Lights  (other  than  electric)  . 

Electricity  . . . . 

Lightning  (unrodded  buildings)  . 

Lightning  (rodded  buildings)  . 

Spontaneous  Ignition  . 

Petroleum  and  its  products 

Incendiarism  . 

Miscellaneous  causes  of  fire  . 

Unknown  causes  of  fire  . 


26 

41 

18 

5 

14 

18 

8 

7 

17 

17 

1 

9 

11 

6 
32 

135 


365 
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TABLE  NO.  3 — Continued 


Property  Causes  No.  of  Fires 

CHURCHES 

Stoves,  Furnaces,  Boilers  and  their  pipes  .  3 

Hot  ashes,  coals  and  open  fires  .  3 

Exposure  Fires  .  1 

Smoking  (cigarettes,  cigars,  pipes,  matches)  .  1 

Matches  (other  than  smokers’  carelessness)  .  1 

Electricity  .  1 

Lightning  (unrodded  buildings)  .  3 

Spontaneous  Ignition  .  1 

Unknown  causes  of  fire  .  7 
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HOSPITALS  AND  SANITORIA 

Stoves,  Furnaces,  Boilers  and  their  pipes  .  1 

Smoking  (cigarettes,  cigars,  pipes,  matches)  .  4 

Electricity  .  1 

Miscellaneous  causes  of  fire  .  2 
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PUBLIC  HALLS 

Chimneys,  Flues,  (Overheated  and  Defective)  .  1 

Stoves,  Furnaces,  Boilers  and  their  pipes  .  4 

Hot  ashes,  coals  and  open  fires  .  2 

Smoking  (cigarettes,  cigars,  pipes  and  matches)  .  1 

Lightning  (unrodded  buildings)  .  1 

Unknown  causes  of  fire  .  1 
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SCHOOLS  AND  OTHER 
EDUCATIONAL  INSTITUTIONS 

Stoves,  Furnaces,  Boilers  and  their  pipes  .  6 

Hot  ashes,  coals  and  open  fires  .  2 

Exposure  Fires  .  2 

Smoking  (cigarettes,  cigars,  pipes,  matches)  . 1 

Electricity  .  1 

Miscellaneous  causes  of  fire  .  2 

Unknown  causes  of  fire  .  6 
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ALL  OTHER  INSTITUTIONAL 
BUILDINGS 

Stoves,  Furnaces,  Boilers  and  their  pipes  .  2 

Smoking  (cigarettes,  cigars,  pipes,  matches)  .  4 

Petroleum  and  its  products  .  1 

Motion  picture  ignition  (Film)  .  1 

Unknown  causes  of  fire  .  1 
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WAREHOUSES 

Stoves,  Furnaces,  Boilers  and  their  pipes  .  2 

Hot  ashes,  coals  and  open  fires  .  4 

Exposure  Fires  .  1 

Smoking  (cigarettes,  cigars,  pipes,  matches)  .  3 

Petroleum  and  its  products  .  3 

Incendiarism  .  1 

Miscellaneous  causes  of  fire  .  3 

Unknown  causes  of  fire  .  14 


31 
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TABLE  NO.  3 — Continued 

Property  Causes  No.  of  Fires 

RETAIL  STORES  AND  CONTENTS 

Chimneys,  Flues,  (Overheated  and  Defective)  .  3 

Stoves,  Furnaces,  Boilers  and  their  pipes  .  9 

Hot  ashes,  coals  and  open  fires  .  5 

Exposure  Fires  .  9 

Smoking  (cigarettes,  cigars,  pipes  and  matches)  .  40 

Electricity  .  13 

Lightning  (unrodded  buildings)  .  1 

Spontaneous  Ignition  .  3 

Petroleum  and  its  products  .  5 

Incendiarism  .  1 

Miscellaneous  causes  of  fire  .  22 

Unknown  causes  of  fire  .  57 
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HOTELS 

Chimneys,  Flues,  (Overheated  and  Defective)  .  1 

Stoves,  Furnaces,  Boilers  and  their  pipes  .  2 

Hot  ashes,  coals  and  open  fires  .  1 

Exposure  Fires  .  1 

Smoking  (cigarettes,  cigars,  pipes,  matches)  .  58 

Matches  (other  than  smokers’  carelessness)  .  1 

Miscellaneous  causes  of  fire  .  3 

Unknown  causes  of  fire  .  15 
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FOOD  PLANTS  AND  DISTILLERIES 

Stoves,  Furnaces,  Boilers  and  their  pipes  .  2 

Smoking  (cigarettes,  cigars,  pipes,  matches)  .  1 

Electricity  . . .  1 

Miscellaneous  causes  of  fire  . - .  4 

Unknown  causes  of  fire  .  3 
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FLOUR  MILLS  AND  GRAIN  ELEVATORS 

Stoves,  Furnaces,  Boilers  and  their  pipes  .  2 

Exposure  Fires  . 3 

Spontaneous  Ignition  .  1 

Miscellaneous  causes  of  fire  .  4 

Unknown  causes  of  fire  .  9 
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OIL  PROPERTIES  AND  OIL  TANKS 

Stoves,  Furnaces,  Boilers  and  their  pipes  .  2 

Smoking  (cigarettes,  cigars,  pipes,  matches)  .  1 

Electricity  .  3 

Lightning  (unrodded  buildings)  . 

Petroleum  and  its  products  .  11 

Miscellaneous  causes  of  fire  .  12 

Unknown  causes  of  fire  .  10 


40 
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TABLE  NO.  3 — Continued 

Property  Causes  No.  of  Fires 

SAW  AND  SHINGLE  MILLS 

Chimneys,  Flues,  (Overheated  and  Defective)  .  1 

Stoves,  Furnaces,  Boilers  and  their  pipes  .  1 

Hot  ashes,  coals  and  open  fires  .  1 

Unknown  causes  of  fire  .  6 
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LUMBER  YARDS 

Unknown  causes  of  fire  .  1 
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WOODWORKERS 

Petroleum  and  its  products  .  2 

Miscellaneous  causes  of  fire  .  2 

Unknown  causes  of  fire  .  4 
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METAL  WORKERS— GARAGES 

Chimneys,  Flues,  (Overheated  and  Defective)  .  3 

Stoves,  Furnaces,  Boilers  and  their  pipes  .  8 

Hot  ashes,  coals  and  open  fires  .  13 

Sparks  on  roofs  .  1 

Exposure  Fires  .  9 

Smoking  (cigarettes,  cigars,  pipes,  matches)  .  2 

Matches  (other  than  smokers’  carelessness)  .  2 

Lights  (other  than  electric)  .  1 

Electricity  .  10 

Petroleum  and  its  products  .  11 

Miscellaneous  causes  of  fire  .  22 

Unknown  causes  of  fire  .  33 
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MINING  PROPERTY 

Stoves,  Furnaces,  Boilers  and  their  pipes  .  .1 

Sparks  on  roof  .  1 

Matches  (other  than  smokers’  carelessness)  .  1 

Electricity  .  1 

Spontaneous  Ignition  .  1 

Miscellaneous  causes  of  fire  .  2 

Unknown  causes  of  fire  .  4 


11 


RAILWAY  PROPERTY— LIGHT 
AND  POWER  PLANTS 

Stoves,  Furnaces,  Boilers  and  their  pipes  .  1 

Exposure  Fires  . 1 

Smoking  (cigarettes,  cigars,  pipes,  matches)  .  1 

Electricity  .  1 

Miscellaneous  causes  of  fire  .  2 

Unknown  causes  of  fire  .  4 


10 


12 


TABLE  NO.  3 — Continued 


Property  Causes  No.  of  Fires 

MISCELLANEOUS  MANUFACTURING 
PREMISES 

Stoves,  Furnaces,  Boilers  and  their  pipes  .  1 

Hot  ashes,  coals  and  open  fires  .  1 

Smoking  (cigarettes,  cigars,  pipes,  matches)  .  1 

Petroleum  and  its  products  . .  1 

Miscellaneous  causes  of  fire  .  3 

Unknown  causes  of  fire  .  7 


14 


MISCELLANEOUS  NON-MANUFACTURING 
PREMISES 

Stoves,  Furnaces,  Boilers  and  their  pipes  .  6 

Hot  ashes,  coals  and  open  fires  .  4 

Exposure  Fires  .  3 

Smoking  (cigarettes,  cigars,  pipes,  matches)  .  7 

Matches  (other  than  smokers’  carelessness)  .  4 

Electricity  . 11 

Spontaneous  Ignition  .  1 

Petroleum  and  its  products  .  6 

Miscellaneous  causes  of  fire  .  14 

Unknown  causes  of  fire  .  32 


88 


PROPERTY  OTHER  THAN  BUILDINGS 

Stoves,  Furnaces,  Boilers  and  their  pipes  .  2 

Hot  ashes,  coals  and  open  fires  .  6 

Sparks  on  roof  .  1 

Exposure  Fires  .  7 

Smoking  (cigarettes,  cigars,  pipes,  matches)  .  39 

Matches  (other  than  smokers’  carelessness)  .  3 

Electricity  .  50 

Lightning  (unrodded  buildings)  .  1 

Spontaneous  Ignition  .  2 

Petroleum  and  its  products  .  19 

Incendiarism  .  2 

Miscellaneous  causes  of  fire  .  28 

Unknown  causes  of  fire  .  49 
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TABLE  NO.  4 


INSTITUTION  AND  ASSEMBLY  BUILDINGS — (Excluding  Theatres  and  Clubs) 


Date 

Location 

Occupancy 

Jan.  21 

Edmonton 

Church 

Jan.  21 

Edmonton 

Church 

Jan.  20 

Slave  Lake 

Church 

Jan.  7 

Hay  Lakes 

Church 

Jan.  30 

Foothills 

Hall 

Jan.  30 

Roxana 

Hall 

Jan.  24 

Rycroft 

Hall 

Jan.  30 

Edson 

Hall 

Jan.  16 

Masinasin 

School 

Jan.  21 

Del  Bonita 

Teacherage 

Jan.  22 

Drumheller 

Dormitory 

Jan.  18 

Smoky  Lake 

School 

Feb.  12 

Legal 

Church 

Feb.  3 

Elk  Point 

Church 

Feb.  4 

Edmonton 

Hospital 

Damage 

Class  of 
Buildings 

Cause 

$  48. 

Frame 

Furnace  Exploded 

77. 

Frame 

Defective  chimney 

4,538. 

Frame 

Spark  ignited  wall 

1,378. 

Frame 

Unknown 

350. 

Frame 

Fire  in  stoker 

10,000. 

Frame 

Unknown 

12,499. 

Frame 

Overheated  stove 

33,143. 

Frame 

Unknown 

100. 

Frame 

Overheated  stove 

79. 

Frame 

Overheated  stove 

12. 

Frame 

Cigarette 

4,663. 

Frame 

Unknown 

238. 

Frame 

Candle 

120. 

Frame 

Unknown 

69. 

Brick 

Lamp  ignited  clothing 

13 


TABLE  NO.  4 — Continued 


Class  of 


Date 

Location 

Occupancy 

Damage 

Buildings 

Cause 

Feb.  9 

Edmonton 

Bowling  Academy 

$  5,308. 

Brick 

Clothing  ignited 

Feb.  1 

Lacombe 

School 

9. 

Frame 

Overheated  stove 

Feb.  20 

Edson 

School 

3,582. 

Frame 

Unknown 

Feb.  1 

Calgary 

Y.M.C.A. 

38. 

Stone 

Cigarette 

Feb.  1 

Calgary 

Convalescene  Home 

22. 

Frame 

Cigarette 

Mar.  22 

Stony  Plain 

Church 

3,900. 

Frame 

Unknown 

Mar.  13 

Elk  Point 

Hospital 

14. 

Frame 

Overheated  stove 

Mar.  25 

Robertson 

Sanitorium 

24. 

Frame 

Cigarette 

Mar.  6 

Calgary 

School 

1,086. 

Stucco 

Unknown 

Mar.  5 

Penhold 

R.C.A.F.  Quarters 

1,301. 

Brick 

Gasoline  Heater 

Apr.  9 

Edmonton 

Church 

22. 

Frame 

Grass  fire 

Apr.  21 

Edmonton 

Church 

29. 

Brick 

Burning  rubbish 

Apr.  26 

Calgary 

Church 

53. 

Brick 

Burning  rubbish 

Apr.  28 

Edmonton 

Hospital 

876. 

Brick 

Cigarette 

Apr.  15 

Lethbridge 

Hospital 

280. 

Brick 

Oily  Rags 

Apr.  24 

Fort  Kent 

Teacherage 

622. 

Frame 

Stubble  fire 

Apr.  18 

Onoway 

School 

3,000. 

Frame 

Cigarette 

Apr.  18 

Bilby 

School 

5,750. 

Frame 

Unknown 

Apr.  17 

Calgary 

Hall 

37. 

Brick 

Overheated  stove 

May  13 

Wetaskiwin 

Hospital 

6. 

Frame 

Smoking  in  bed 

May  1 

Rockyford 

Manse 

80. 

Frame 

Hot  Plate 

May  13 

Wetaskiwin 

Hall 

74. 

Frame 

Overheated  stove 

May  31 

Edmonton 

Clinic 

19. 

Frame 

Burning  garbage 

May  2 

Twin  Butte 

Teacherage 

324. 

Frame 

Kitchen  stove 

May  10 

Kleskum 

Teacherage 

60. 

Frame 

Grass  fire 

May  18 

Tomahawk 

School 

456. 

Frame 

Unknown 

June  30 

Beilis 

Church 

365. 

Frame 

Lightning 

June  24 

Edmonton. 

Y.M.C.A. 

20. 

Brick 

Smoking  in  bed 

July  1 

Duffield 

Church 

85. 

Frame 

Lightning 

July  14 

Wainwright 

Hall 

4,975. 

Stucco 

Lightning 

July  21 

Willingdon 

School 

300. 

Frame 

Phosphorus  ignited 

July  29 

Lunnford 

School 

175. 

Frame 

Unknown 

Aug.  3 

Hay  Lakes 

Church 

67. 

Frame 

Lightning 

Aug.  2 

Calgary 

Church 

1,011. 

Stone 

Spontaneous  ignition 

Aug.  25 

Lethbridge 

Hospital 

830. 

Brick 

Cigarette 

Sept.  21 

Medicine  Hat 

Church 

100. 

Frame 

Furnace 

Sept.  17 

Lamont 

School 

1,690. 

Frame 

Short  circuit 

Oct.  2 

Lacombe 

Teacherage 

1,868. 

Frame 

Unknown 

Oct.  21 

Edmonton 

Sal.  Army  Citadel 

200. 

Brick 

Film  Projector 

Nov.  1 

Edmonton 

Church 

22. 

Frame 

Unknown 

Nov.  4 

Fort  Sask. 

Church 

95. 

Frame 

Unknown 

Nov.  15 

Granum 

Rectory 

750. 

Frame 

Unknown 

Nov.  2 

Redwater 

Hall 

9,600. 

Frame 

Overheated  furnace 

Nov.  13 

Calgary 

Hall 

350. 

Frame 

Unknown 

Nov.  18 

Raymond 

School 

2,000. 

Brick 

Faulty  furnace 

Nov.  6 

Edmonton 

Hall 

1,881. 

Brick 

Gas  Explosion 

Dec.  4 

Edmonton 

Church 

1,040. 

Frame 

Unknown 

Dec.  16 

Spruce  Grove 

Hall 

5,000. 

Frame 

Overheated  pipe 

Dec.  28 

Drumheller 

Hall 

24. 

Brick 

Ash  can  overheated 

Dec.  22 

Iron  Springs 

School 

240. 

Frame 

Coal  stove 

Dec.  4 

Warner 

School 

500. 

Brick 

Overheated  stove 

Dec.  30 

Edmonton 

Y.M.C.A. 

25. 

Brick 

Cigarette 

Dec.  29 

Calmar 

Hall 

93. 

Frame 

Malicious  damage 

$127,592. 
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TABLE  NO.  5 


LOSSES  CAUSED  BY 

LIGHTNING 

Damage 

Month 

Location 

Occupancy 

Building 

Contents 

Total 

June 

Edmonton 

Dwelling 

$  . 

$  50. 

$  50. 

Hanna 

Dwelling 

63. 

63. 

Edmonton 

Dwelling 

89. 

89. 

Red  Deer 

Dwelling 

58. 

5. 

63. 

Edmonton 

Dwelling 

125. 

125. 

Edmonton 

Dwelling 

75. 

75. 

Edmonton 

Dwelling 

21. 

21. 

Edmonton 

Dwelling 

475. 

88. 

563. 

Bow  Island 

Dwelling 

19. 

19. 

Skaro 

Dwelling 

2,655. 

895. 

3,550. 

Wabamun 

Cottage 

100. 

100. 

Big  Valley 

Dwelling 

7. 

7. 

Bowness 

Dwelling 

50. 

50. 

Bawlf 

Dwelling 

22. 

22. 

Magrath 

Trailer 

102. 

99, 

201. 

Clive 

Dwelling 

21. 

21. 

Edberg 

Dwelling 

18. 

18. 

Sunnybrook 

Barn 

100. 

100. 

Ohaton 

Dwelling 

6,037. 

4,141. 

10,178. 

Beilis 

Church 

200. 

165. 

365. 

Calgary 

Store 

23. 

23. 

Woodbend 

Oil  Tanks 

9,870. 

958. 

10,828. 

July 

Picture  Butte 

Dwelling 

12. 

12. 

Calgary 

Dwelling 

50. 

60. 

Warner 

Dwelling 

18. 

18. 

Airdrie 

Dwelling 

40. 

100. 

140. 

Camrose 

Dwelling 

50. 

50. 

LaCorey 

Dwelling 

250. 

250. 

Maybutt 

Dwelling 

82. 

82. 

Owendale 

Dwelling 

45. 

45. 

Red  Deer 

Dwelling 

28. 

28. 

Bon  Accord 

Dwelling 

13. 

13. 

Lacombe 

Dwelling 

15. 

15. 

Duffield 

Church 

85. 

85. 

Wainwright 

Hall 

4,600. 

375. 

4,975. 

Strachan 

Auto 

550. 

550. 

August 

Rocky  Mt.  House 

Dwelling 

210. 

210. 

Rocky  Mt.  House 

Dwelling 

127. 

127. 

Chernova 

Dwelling 

8. 

8. 

Twin  Butte 

Dwelling 

7. 

7. 

Acadia  Valley 

Dwelling 

926. 

201. 

1,127. 

Ardrossan 

Dwelling 

12. 

12. 

Barrhead 

Barn 

1,400. 

1,400. 

Marwayne 

Barn 

65. 

65. 

Hay  Lakes 

Church 

67. 

67. 

September 

Edmonton 

Dwelling 

358. 

358. 

TOTALS 

$28,659. 

$  7,566. 

$36,225. 
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TABLE  NO.  6 

FIRE  LOSSES  BY  PROPERTY  CLASSIFICATION 


No.  of 

Total  of 

Property 

Fires 

Damage 

1. 

Brick,  etc.,  Dwellings — Protected  . 

48 

$  48,814. 

2. 

Frame,  etc.,  Dwellings — Protected  . 

.  1,589 

281,262. 

3. 

Brick  and  Frame,  etc.,  Dwelling — Unprotected  . 

244 

235,563. 

4. 

Farm  Property  . 

365 

638,971. 

5A. 

Churches  . 

21 

14,024. 

5B. 

Hospitals  and  Sanitoria  . 

8 

2,186. 

5C. 

Public  Halls  . 

10 

80,899. 

5D. 

Schools  and  Educational  Institutions . 

20 

26,866. 

5E. 

All  other  Institutional  Buildings  . 

9 

3,617. 

6. 

Warehouses  of  all  kinds  . 

31 

82,714. 

7. 

Retail  Stores  . 

168 

(Buildings) 

325,701. 

(Contents) 

496,368. 

8. 

Hotels  . 

82 

(Buildings) 

292,282. 

(Contents) 

243,301. 

9. 

Food  Plants,  Distilleries,  etc.  . 

11 

20,698. 

10. 

Flour  Mills  and  Grain  Elevators  . 

19 

646,154. 

11. 

Oil  Risks,  Oil  Tanks,  etc.  . 

40 

243,418. 

12. 

Saw  and  Shingle  Mills  . 

9 

42,222. 

13. 

Lumber  Yards  . 

1 

7,300. 

14. 

Woodworkers  . 

8 

53,676. 

15. 

Metal  Workers — Garages  . 

115 

323,636. 

16. 

Mining  Property  . 

11 

86,919. 

17. 

Railway  Property,  Light  and  Power  Plants  . 

10 

49,966. 

18. 

Miscellaneous  Manufacturing  Premises . 

14 

47,772. 

19. 

Miscellaneous  Non-Manufacturing  Premises  . 

88 

119,408. 

20. 

Property  other  than  buildings  . 

209 

131,707. 

TOTAL  . 

.  3,130 

$4,545,444. 

TABLE  NO.  7 
CAUSES  OF  FIRES 


No.  of 

Total  of 

Causes 

Fires 

Damage 

51. 

Chimneys,  Flues,  Overheated  and  Defective  . 

66 

$  129,924. 

52. 

Stoves,  Furnaces,  Boilers  and  their  pipes  . 

189 

240,915. 

53. 

Hot  ashes,  coals  and  open  fires  . 

115 

46,426. 

54. 

Sparks  on  roofs  . 

15 

22,388. 

55. 

Exposure  Fires  . 

108 

214,152. 

56. 

Smoking  (cigarettes,  cigars,  pipes  and  matches)  . 

.  1,094 

701,789. 

57. 

Matches  (other  than  smokers’  carelessness)  . 

102 

28,061. 

58. 

Lights  (other  than  electric)  . 

17 

18,255. 

59. 

Electricity  . 

256 

211,244. 

60. 

Lightning  (unrodded  buildings)  . 

45 

26,047. 

60A.  Lightning  (rodded  buildings)  . 

1 

10,178. 

61. 

Spontaneous  Ignition  . 

25 

124,792. 

62. 

Petroleum  and  its  products  . 

92 

147,096. 

63. 

Incendiarism  . 

13 

23,172. 

64. 

Miscellaneous  (See  table  No.  7A)  . 

351 

666,088. 

65. 

Motion  Picture  Film  Ignition  . 

1 

200. 

66. 

Unknown  causes  of  fires  . 

640 

1,934,717. 

TOTAL  . 

.  3,130 

$4,545,444. 
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1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 
9. 

10. 

11. 

12. 

13. 

14. 

15. 

16. 

17. 

18. 

19. 

20. 
21. 
22. 

23. 

24. 

25. 

26. 

27. 

28. 

29. 

30. 

31. 

32. 

33. 

34. 

35. 

36. 

37. 

38. 

39. 

40. 

41. 

42. 

43. 

44. 

45. 

46. 

47. 

48. 

49. 

50. 

51. 

52. 

53. 

54. 

55. 

56. 

57. 

58. 

59. 

60. 
61. 
62. 

63. 

64. 


TABLE  NO.  7A 

CAUSES  OF  FIRES— (Breakdown  of  No. 

Causes 

Hot  Grease  and  Wax  . 

Materials  too  close  to  radiants,  stoves,  etc . 

Children  playing  with  fire  . 

Firecrackers  . 

Explosions  . 

Welding  Torch  . 

Furniture  too  close  to  radiants,  stoves,  etc . 

Ignition  of  gasoline  . 

Garbage  fire  . 

Motor  backfired  igniting  gasoline  . 

Motor  Exhaust  pipes  . 

Thawing  of  frozen  pipes  . 

Wind  blowing  material  onto  stoves  . 

Interior  car  fires  . 

Ignition  of  walls  . 

Miscellaneous  . 

Chemical  fires  . 

Ignition  in  boxes  . 

Smoke  Damage  . 

Halloween  . 

Guests  burnt  hole  in  furniture  . 

Sun  reflecting  . 

Ignition  of  paint  . 

Whilst  ironing  . 

Vehicles  upsetting  . 

Roof  fires  . 

Fire  from  incinerator  . 

Auto  battery  . 

Open  fireplace  . 

Ignition  on  stove 

Due  to  faulty  bearing  in  scale  room  . 

Collision  . 

Tar  igniting  . 

Burn  to  rug  . 

Drop  sheet  caught  fire  . 

Ignition  of  tarpaulin  . 

Clothes  in  dryer  . 

Kettle  boiled  dry  . 

Mechanical  failure  . . . 

Friction  . 

Excessive  heat  from  broken  clutch  link 

Calendar  caught  fire  . 

Spark  from  tumbler  . . 

Faulty  operation  of  a  salamander  . 

Fire  in  processing  room 

Spark  from  locomotive  . 

Bee  smoker  allowed  flame  to  wall  . 

Placed  lid  on  floor  from  stove  . 

Oil  rags  igniting  . 

Dry  twigs  igniting  building  . 

Glasses  set  on  top  of  heater . 

Bottle  left  on  open  flame  . 

Spark  from  forge  . 

Vaccum  cleaner  . 

Flame  thrower  . 

Tires  ignited  . 

Nail  going  through  hammer  mill  . 

Cleaning  Solvent  . 

Oil  soaked  floor  igniting 

Molten  steel  igniting  . 

Chicken  coop  burned  . 

Hot  pan  fell  on  chair  . 

Gas  pocket  formed  and  ignited  . 

Oil  treater  ignited  . 

TOTAL . 


64 — Miscellaneous) 


No.  of  Fires 
52 
41 
26 
22 
19 
17 
13 
13 
12 
10 
9 
8 
7 
5 
5 
4 
4 
4 
4 
4 
4 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 


351 


Damage 
$  34,450. 

4,685. 
14,416. 
7,197. 
34,049. 
18,162. 

451. 

22,241. 

51,647. 

5,254. 

10,062. 

133,473. 

503. 

608. 

1,961. 

737. 

1,467. 

718. 

808. 

462. 

2,331. 

41. 

731. 

63. 
5,488. 

165. 

64. 
2,934. 

11,360. 

38. 

142,999. 

2,596. 

96. 

91. 

381. 

109. 

1,351. 

29 

17,600! 

76,201. 

266. 

7. 

187. 

4,692. 

550. 

779. 

5,422. 

26. 

35. 

4,249. 

16. 

10. 

25. 

43. 
500. 
307. 

44. 
400. 

2,546. 

9. 

75. 

2. 

30,379. 

7,500. 


$  666,088. 
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TABLE  No.  8 


LARGEST  LOSSES  DURING  THE  YEAR 


Date 

Location 

Occupancy 

Loss 

Cause 

Jan.  14 

Calgary 

Vacant  J] 

>  13,147. 

Unknown 

Jan.  21 

Edmonton 

Apartments 

18,500. 

Short  circuit 

Jan.  30 

Foothills 

Hall 

10,000. 

Fire  in  coal  hopper 

Jan.  24 

Rycroft 

Hall 

12,499. 

Overheated  stove 

Jan.  30 

Edson 

Hall 

33,143. 

Unknown 

Jan.  12 

Edson 

Store,  cafe  and  Apts. 

51,033. 

Overheated  pipes 

Jan.  23 

LaGlace 

Store 

35,080. 

Unknown 

Jan.  11 

Mercoal 

Store 

30,552. 

Unknown 

Jan.  28 

Michichi 

Hotel 

13,320. 

Oil  Heater 

Jan.  8 

Peace  River 

Oil  Equipment 

105,113. 

Thawing  frozen  lines 

Jan.  14 

Thorhild 

Garage 

50,095. 

Unknown 

Jan.  7 

Lethbridge 

Restaurant 

13,000. 

Hot  fat  ignited 

Feb.  26 

Calgary 

Dwelling 

43,601. 

Cigarette 

Feb.  22 

Edmonton 

Store 

13,090. 

Garbage  sack  ignited 

Feb.  22 

Edmonton 

Store 

34,757. 

Spontaneous  ignition 

Feb.  17 

Round  Hill 

Store 

42,871. 

Unknown 

Feb.  1 

Edmonton 

Packing  Plant 

10,367. 

Fat  on  stove 

Mar.  22 

Atmore 

Planing  Mill 

11,562. 

Unknown 

Feb.  12 

Eckville 

Garage 

11,568. 

Unknown 

Mar.  22 

Sibbald 

Dwelling 

11,000. 

Oil  stove  exploded 

Mar.  12 

Hilliard 

Store 

30,111. 

Oil  heater 

Mar.  27 

Westlock 

Store,  etc. 

13,449. 

Exposure 

Mar.  24 

Vegreville 

Store,  etc. 

65,286. 

Electric  overloading 

Mar.  27 

Westlock 

Butcher  and  Coffee  Shop 

14,112. 

Unknown 

Mar.  2 

Wostock 

Store  and  Dwelling 

11,846. 

Unknown 

Mar.  5 

Red  Deer 

Store,  etc. 

79,397. 

Unknown 

Mar.  13 

Grande  Prairie 

Store  and  Fur  Trading 

192,356. 

Unknown 

Mar.  6 

St.  Albert 

Feed  Mill 

25,542. 

Unknown 

Mar.  2 

Leduc 

Oil  Treater 

17,000. 

Mechanical  failure 

Mar.  16 

Granada 

Garage 

14,200. 

Unknown 

Apr.  27 

Nanton 

Farm  Buildings 

31,249. 

Unknown 

Apr.  18 

Bowden 

Elevators 

123,937. 

Unknown 

Apr.  7 

Edmonton 

Sash  and  Door  Factory 

14,095. 

Unknown 

Apr.  16 

Mercoal 

Mine  Tipple 

35,944. 

Spontaneous  ignition 

May  28 

Seba  Beach 

Dwelling 

12,756. 

Propane  gas  frig. 

Dec.  12 

Champion 

Tractor  Storage 

11,000. 

Electricity 

May  21 

Edmonton 

Warehouse 

35,000. 

Unknown 

May  15 

Edmonton 

Super  Market 

10,000. 

Incendiary 

May  30 

Manola 

Elevator 

76,176. 

Belt  friction 

May  4 

Hobbema 

Elevator 

100,217. 

Unknown 

May  17 

Grimshaw 

Garage,  etc. 

36,694. 

Welder 

May  10 

Bruderheim 

Garage 

16,000. 

Short  circuit 

May  15 

Spirit  River 

Garage 

11,070. 

Arc  Welder 

June  26 

Sundance 

Dwelling  , 

12,000. 

Incendiary 

June  21 

Ohaton 

Dwelling 

10,178. 

Lightning 

June  27 

St.  Paul 

Dwelling 

10,000. 

Gasoline  ignited 

June  9 

Manning 

Elevator 

18,000. 

Unknown 

June  29 

Woodbend 

Oil  tanks 

10,828. 

Lightning 

June  30 

Legal 

Drilling  Rig 

25,624. 

Thawing  frozen  pipes 

July  22 

Calgary 

Store 

12,000. 

Unknown 

July  15 

Jasper  Park 

Jasper  Park  Lodge 

515,000. 

Cigarette 

July  25 

Buford 

Elevator 

151,463. 

Faulty  bearings 

July  27 

Owlseye 

Elevator 

17,196. 

Unknown 

July  13 

Edmonton 

Tank  Station 

20,000. 

Short  circuit 

July  28 

Kavanagh 

Drilling  Rig 

30,379. 

Gasoline  fell  on  motors 

July  24 

Edmonton 

Power  Station 

31,000. 

Unknown 

July  23 

Lacombe 

Implement  Shed 

15,000. 

Unknown 

Aug.  30 

Calgary 

Foundry 

13,086. 

Unknown 

Aug.  24 

Cadomin 

Garage 

41,403. 

Unknown 

Aug.  22 

Bellevue 

Blacksmith  Shop 

10,625. 

Unknown 

Sept.  20 

Amisk 

Store  and  Post  Office 

21,484. 

Unknown 

Oct.  25 

Bowness 

Dwelling 

11,110. 

Fireplace 

Oct.  23 

Beaumont 

Farm  Buildings 

20,543. 

Electrical  defect 
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Date 

Location 

Occupancy 

Loss 

Cause 

Oct.  5 

Ryley 

Elevator 

74,567. 

Bearing  overheated 

Oct.  3 

Edmonton 

Sash  and  Door  Factory 

22,798. 

Natural  gas  explosion 

Oct.  10 

Jasper 

Machine  Shop 

27,461. 

Unknown 

Oct.  3 

Stettler 

Printing  Shop 

27,674. 

Cigarette 

Oct.  18 

Drumheller 

Confectionery  Store 

15,800. 

Overheated  stove 

Nov.  21 

Edmonton 

Heating  Plant 

15,000. 

Explosion 

Nov.  27 

Grosmont 

Mink  Ranch 

15,360. 

Unknown 

Dec.  21 

Bindloss 

Dwelling 

15,000. 

Short  circuit 

Dec.  9 

Ellscott 

Service  Station 

12,500. 

Unknown 

Dec.  20 

Bellevue 

Box  Car  Loader 

10,000. 

Electric  wiring 

Feb.  11 

Frank 

Garage 

10,185. 

Furnace  explosion 

TOTAL  $2,784,999. 


TABLE  NO.  9 

INSPECTIONS  AND  ORDERS  ISSUED 


Number  of  cities,  towns  and  villages  visited  and  inspected  .  415 

Number  of  orders  to  remedy  conditions  (written)  .  61 

Number  of  orders  to  remedy  conditions  (verbal)  .  411 

Number  of  orders  to  remedy  conditions  (written  by  fire  chiefs)  .  3 

Number  of  written  recommendations  2,610 

Number  of  buildings  inspected  .  2,444 

Character  of  Orders  Issued: 

Recharge  or  provide  fire  extinguishing  equipment  .  7 

Improve  housekeeping  conditions  14 

Repair  or  install  fire  alarm  system  .  4 

Protect  combustible  material  near  stovepipes  and  heaters  5 

Provide  exit  doors  and  panic  bolts  7 

Repair  faulty  electric  wiring  .  1 

Install  lights  or  signs  over  exits  .  .  2 

Tear  down  or  repair  dilapidated  biddings  .  7 

Provide  underground  storage  for  petroleum  products  .  11 

Build  or  repair  brick  chimneys  .  2 

Provide  covered  metal  rubbish  containers  .  1 

TOTAL  .  61 


Schools  . 

Town  Fire  Departments 
Hospitals  . 


Fire  Prevention  . 

Civil  Defence  . 

Fire  Department  Equipment 

TOTAL  . 


Special  Inspections: 


82  Institutions  .  32 

65  Others  .  173 

2g  _ 

TOTAL  .  380 


Special  Activities: 


Meetings 

Films 

Attendance 

143 

90 

10,087 

15 

25 

2,885 

55 

25 

1,230 

213 

140 

14,202 

Fire  Drills: 

Schools 
Hospitals 

TOTAL  .  221 


158  Institutions  .  7 

27  Others  .  29 
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Number  of  fire  departments  inspected  93  Fire  department  practices  held  .  69 

Written  recommendations  to  towns  and  Demonstrations  of  extinguishers  in 

villages  re  fire  protection  equipment  158  schools  and  hospital  .  182 


Building  Plans  Checked: 


Schools  .  115  Dormitories  . 

Hospitals  .  29  Bulk  Warehouses 

Nurses’  Home  .  3  Others  . 

Hotels  .  17 

TOTAL 


5 

34 

11 


214 


TABLE  NO.  10 
FIRE  INVESTIGATIONS 

Number  of  fires  investigated  (departmental  investigations  only) 
Number  of  Informations  Laid  reported  to  the  department  (arson) 

Number  of  Convictions  (arson)  . 

Stay  of  Proceedings  Entered  (arson)  . 

Charge  Withdrawn  (arson)  . 

Action  Pending  (arson)  . 

Committed  to  Juvenile  Home  . 

Dismissed  . 


Incendiary  .  14 

Suspected  Incendiary  .  20 


PROSECUTIONS— THE  FIRE  PREVENTION  ACT 
Non-compliance  with  the  Fire  Prevention  Order  . 

Inspectors’  Mileage: 

Mileage  by  car  . 

Mileage  by  train  . 

Mileage  by  plane  . 


TOTAL 


63 

11 

9 

Nil 

Nil 

1 

Nil 

1 


1 


91,720 

560 

2,000 


94,280 


TABLE  NO.  11 


STATEMENT 

Originating  Cause 

OF  FATALITIES- 

Men 

-1952 

Women 

Children 

Total 

Smoke  and  Gas  Suffocation . 

.  2 

2 

Clothing  ignited  from: 

(a)  Fireplaces  and  Open  Grates  . 

.  2 

1 

3 

(b)  Furnaces,  Stoves  and  Heaters 

1 

1 

(c)  Smoking  and  Matches  . 

2 

2 

Entering  a  burning  building  . 

.  1 

1 

Fire  fighting — firemen  . 

Nil 

Kerosene,  Range  Oil  and  Fuel  Oil: 

(a)  Stoves,  Lamps  and  Torches  . 

.  2 

2 

4 

(b)  Used  to  kindle  fire  . 

.  1 

3 

1 

5 

Petroleum  Production  and  Storage  . 

.  3 

3 

Trapped  in  burning  buildings  . 

.  8 

1 

2 

11 

Children  left  unattended 

1 

1 

Natural  Gas  Explosion  . 

.  1 

. 

1 

Tractor  Upset,  spilling  gasoline  . 

.  1 

1 

Trapped  in  Haybaler  Power  Take-Off 

.  1 

1 

TOTAL  . 

.  22 

5 

9 

36 

Injuries  by  fire  discovered  by  investigations 

and  taken  from  newspaper  reports  .  43 
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TABLE  NO.  12 


THE 

FIRE  LOSSES  IN  CITIES,  TOWNS  AND 
AND  INSPECTIONS  REPORTED 

No.  of  Buildings  No.  of  Orders 

VILLAGES 

Place 

Inspected 

Issued 

Fire  Loss 

Population 

Alix  . 

$  150. 

480 

Alliance  . 

5 

285 

Andrew  . 

57 

4,700. 

660 

Athabasca  . 

16 

2,776. 

1,260 

Barrhead 

12 

4 

5,233. 

1,800 

Bashaw  . 

25 

6 

47. 

603 

Bassano 

142. 

. 

Beaverlodge  . 

20 

668. 

514 

Beiseker  . 

5,680. 

Bentley  . 

. ! 

2,867. 

Beverly  . 

150 

25 

. » 

3,500 

Big  Valley  . 

.  . 

. i 

7,307. 

Bittern  Lake  . 

5 

1 

55 

Black  Diamond 

33. 

1,200 

Blackfalds  . 

239. 

Blairmore  . 

24 

1,287. 

2,000 

Bonnyville  . 

26 

18,535. 

1,400 

Botha  . 

100 

Bowden 

17 

17 

125,255. 

300 

Bow  Island  . 

9 

3,000. 

810 

Bowness  . 

15,533. 

Brooks  . 

_ ^ 

8,155. 

Bruderheim  . 

# 

16,426. 

Calgary  . 

41,521 

14 

206,494. 

135,000 

Calmar  . 

20 

17 

381. 

943 

Camrose  . 

75 

15 

2,862. 

5,000 

Cardston  . 

22 

3,320. 

2,500 

Carmangay  . 

10 

2 

2,911. 

300 

Carstairs  . 

8 

2 

450 

Castor  . 

2,292. 

Cayley  . 

694. 

300 

Champion  . 

32 

11,025. 

Chauvin  . 

20 

350 

Chipman  . 

47 

250 

Claresholm  . 

20 

10 

4,781. 

3,000 

Clive  . 

300 

Cl  uny  . 

22. 

. 

Clyde  . 

4,782. 

900 

Coaid  ale  . 

40 

1 

Cochrane  . 

500 

Coleman  . 

26 

3 

220. 

2,000 

Consort  . 

100. 

400 

Coronation  . 

20 

2,587. 

800 

Cowley  . 

120. 

150 

Craigmyle  . 

12 

250. 

175 

Crossfield 

70. 

Czar  . 

260. 

550 

Daysland  . 

1 

8,112. 

Delburne  . 

65. 

285 

Delia  . 

134 

14 

66. 

Derwent  . 

3 

9 

100. 

270 

Devon  . 

167 

2 

9,352. 

1,400 

Didsbury  . 

4 

4,854. 

1,026 

Donalda  . 

20 

246 

Drumheller  . 

12 

18,044. 

2,575 

Eckville  . 

12,370. 

Edgerton  . 

115. 

169,196 

Edmonton  . 

13,714 

212 

435,674. 

Edson  . 

113,210. 

. -I 

Elk  Point  . 

. 1 

809. 

300 

Elnora  . 

4 
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No.  of  Buildings 


Place  Inspected 

Fairview  .  20 

Falher  .  41 

Ferintosh  . 

Forestburg  .  127 

Forest  Lawn  . 

Foremost  . 

Fort  MacLeod  .  55 

Fort  Sask .  6 

Frank  .  4 

Girouxville  .  86 

Gleichen  . 

Grande  Prairie  .  95 

Granum  .  30 

Grimshaw  . 

Hairy  Hill  . 

Hanna  . 

Hardisty  .  45 

Hay  Lakes  . 

High  Prairie  .  12 

High  River  .  47 

Hines  Creek  . 

Holden  .  35 

Hughenden  . 

Hussar  .  16 

Innisfail  .  60 

Innisfree  .  ♦  30 

Irma  .  8 

Irricana  . 

Jasper  Place  . 

Killam  .  20 

Kinuso  .  10 

Lac  La  Biche  .  10 

Lacombe  . 

Lakeview  . 

Lamont  .  31 

Lavoy  .  5 

Leduc  .  95 

Legal  . 

Lethbridge  .  1,621 

Lloydminster  .  25 

Lougheed  .  5 


Magrath  . 

Manville  . 

Mayerthorpe 

McLennan  . 

McMurray  . 

Medicine  Hat 


Milk  River  .  50 

Millet  .  7 

Mirror  . 

Morinville  . 

Morrin  .  70 

Mundare  . 

Nanton  .  22 

Nobleford  . 

Olds  . 

Okotoks  . 

Onoway  .  10 

Oyen  .  5 

Peace  River  .  2 

Penhold  .  7 

Picture  Butte  .  24 

Pincher  Creek  . 

Ponoka  .  11 


No.  of  Orders 
Issued 

Fire  Loss 

Population 

6 

$  9,800. 

924 

1 

3,270. 

600 

8. 

525 

500. 

3,298. 

400 

4 

2,529. 

2,000 

193. 

1,100 

10,320. 

250 

3 

423 

25. 

95 

194,425. 

4,500 

350 

43,572. 

700 

2,075. 

. i 

9,577. 

986. 

1,378. 

1 

1,246. 

1,200 

3 

916. 

2,200 

170. 

300 

14 

1,586. 

525 

273. 

134 

52 

2,520. 

1,417 

12 

385 

650 

2,803. 

140. 

. i 

68. 

300 

400 

1,100 

15,622. 

67 

4,076. 

650 

1 

2,102. 

118 

3,756. 

2,000 

259. 

26 

25,925. 

25,000 

49 

1,457. 

3,921 

6. 

200 

164. 

541. 

* 

5,931. 

400. 

1,100 

2,015. 

5 

9,780. 

17,000 

650 

5,362. 

500 

186. 

10,481. 

365 

977. 

1 

175. 

970 

1,636. 

4,557. 

2,339. 

1 

561. 

250 

3,024. 

500 

29,427. 

1,500 

2,268. 

150 

1,048. 

900 

3,625. 

4,507. 

3,000 
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Place 

No.  of  Buildings 
Inspected 

No.  of  Orders 
Issued 

Fire  Loss 

Population 

Provost  . 

$  86. 

Radway  . 

85. 

Raymond  . 

30 

2 

10,691. 

2,400 

Red  cl  iff  . 

25 

5 

3,187. 

1,600 

Red  Deer  . 

256 

8 

44,461. 

7,550 

Red  water  . 

17,596. 

Rimbey  . 

1,519. 

Rockyford 

1,517. 

Rocky  Mt.  House  . 

1,383. 

Rycroft  . 

6 

12,357. 

400 

Ryley  . 

18 

410 

Sangudo  . 

3 

3,881. 

300 

Seba  Beach  . 

250. 

Sedgewick  . 

25 

25. 

500 

Sexsmith  . 

Smoky  Lake 

120 

21. 

4,663. 

490 

Spirit  River  . 

6 

30,861. 

700 

Stavely  . 

24 

3,000. 

350 

Stettler  . 

38,775. 

Stirling  . 

2 

500 

Stony  Plain  . 

\ 

10,658. 

St.  Albert  . 

28,796. 

St.  Paul  . 

5,776. 

Strathmore  . 

15 

1 

54. 

700 

Strome  . 

22 

40. 

300 

Sundre  . 

35 

600 

Sylvan  Lake  . 

20 

1,338. 

1,300 

Taber  . 

209 

200 

4,229. 

3,300 

Thorhild  . 

27 

55,538. 

350 

Thorsby  . 

7 

900. 

425 

Three  Hills  . 

21 

931. 

1,200 

Tilley  . 

16 

5 

100. 

260 

Tofield 

684. 

685 

Trochu  . 

33 

32 

750 

Turner  Valley  . 

20 

3,522. 

830 

Two  Hills  . 

16 

600 

Vegreville  . 

68 

3 

72,634. 

2,500 

Vermilion  . 

60 

12,919. 

2,000 

Veteran  . 

500. 

260 

Viking  . 

2,186. 

Vilna  . 

. . 

200 

Vulcan  . 

9,627. 

Wain wright  . 

16 

10,036. 

2,800 

Warner  . 

i 

649. 

410 

Waskatenau  . 

54. 

250 

Wembley  . 

2 

2,116. 

200 

Westlock  . 

50 

35,106. 

1,500 

Wetaskiwin  . 

6 

5.778. 

4,000 

Wildwood  . 

11 

. 

5.778. 

450 

Willingdon  . 

25 

750. 

550 

Youngstown  . 

20 

2 

325 

TOTAL 

60,247 

898 

$1,942,917. 
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Place 

No.  of  Buildings 
Inspected 

No.  of  Orders 
Issued 

Fire  Loss 

Population 

Acme  . 

HAMLETS 

10 

INSPECTED 

$ 

300 

Banff  . 

Beauvallon  . 

104 

625. 

2,000. 

2,500 

100 

Boyle  . 

10 

350 

Breton  . 

10 

350 

Brown  vale  . 

16 

125 

Bruce  . 

. i 

156 

Clandonald  . 

25 

300 

Colinton . 

6 

160 

Dewberry  . 

. ✓ 

250 

Eaglesham  . 

31 

91 

New  Norway  . 

200 

Wanham  . 

10 

. 

200 

TOTAL 

222 

$ 

2,625. 
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